
Old Oak Club Collection, 1905-2019 
 

 
Collection Summary 
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Summary: A collection of correspondence, club history, papers, and meeting 
information belonging to the Old Oak Club. Dates range from 1905-2019. Bulk 
dates: 1997-2013. 
Physical Description: 6 boxes; 2.5 linear feet. 
Language: English 
Stack Location: S14-22 
Repository: Metropolitan Government Archives of Nashville-Davidson County, 
615 Church Street, Nashville, TN 37219 

 
Historical Note: 

The Old Oak Club, a prominent literary club for men, was first organized in 
November of 1887 by Herman Justi for the purposes of “discussing subjects of 
general interest.” By January of 1888, the constitution-and by-laws for the club 
were adopted, and the first officers were elected. At the time, membership was 
limited to twenty-five. The Old Oak Club has met in a variety of venues 
throughout its history, from the Watkins Institute, to the old Carnegie Library, to 
the University Club of Nashville. Today, the Old Oak Club meets once a month 
during the academic year (September-May), and members present scholarly 
papers on a variety of subjects at each meeting.  

 
Scope and Contents of the Collection:  

This collection contains 2.5 linear feet of materials relating to the Old Oak Club of 
Nashville, including club history, correspondence, meeting agendas and 
presented papers, and member rosters. The dates of the materials range from 
1905 to 2019, with the majority of the collection dating between 1997 and 2013. 
Most of the collection is comprised of the meeting notices and papers given at 
meetings starting in 1997, though not every paper for every meeting is included. 
 
Earlier records for the Old Oak Club are located at the Tennessee State Library 
and Archives.   

 
Index Terms: 

Subjects: 
 Old Oak Club (Nashville, Tenn.) 

 
Related Collections:  
 Coffee House Club Collection 



 
Arrangement:  

This collection is arranged into four series: Club History, Correspondence, Meetings, 
and Members. 
 
The Club History series contains materials pertaining to the history of the Old 
Oak Club, including the constitution and by-laws, newspaper clippings, and lists 
of past papers presented at previous meetings. A biographical sketch of Old Oak 
Club founder Herman Justi is also included.  
 
Correspondence includes general club correspondence with past secretaries and 
other members, the Tennessee State Library and Archives, and invitations to 
various club events.  
 
The Meetings series contains meeting agendas and papers presented at Old Oak 
Club meetings largely between 1997 and 2013, though a few papers from 2017-
2019 are also included. Note: Some papers are not included with the meeting 
agendas. This series is arranged chronologically by date of meeting. Old meeting 
notices from 1936-1998 are also included in this series.  
 
The Members series includes information about and papers written by select Old 
Oak Club members, such as Allen Patton and Joseph Edward Wright, as well as 
membership rosters and a directory.  
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